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A free public resource designed to facilitate cross-national and 
longitudinal studies on aging using the HRS international network of 
studies 

2R01 AG030153, also collaborate on 2R24AG048024, 1U24AG072699
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Health & Retirement Study 
International Network of Studies (HRS-INS)
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Stress Measures by Study
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Emotional Well-being Measures by Study
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• HRS family studies
• Study overviews
• Survey questionnaires
• Question search by keyword
• Question concordance
• User guides

• Harmonized data
• Harmonized data overview
• Harmonized variable search
• Harmonized variable concordance
• Survey statistics & contextual data shown in interactive graphs and tables

• Policy explorer 
• Search of publications based on HRS family surveys
• Gateway Data Enclave

What’s Available on the Gateway
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• Links to study’s cohort 
profile paper

• Introduces the study’s 
sampling framework

Study Overviews
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• Highlights the timing of 
the core interview 
collection periods

• Provides information on 
other types of surveys 
fielded as part of the 
study

Study Overviews
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• Provides information on 
refreshment samples 

• Highlights study 
participation by wave for 
each sample

• Lists the types of 
administrative linkages 
included in the study

Study Overviews
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• Links to obtain all 
available study data, 
including restricted data

Study Overviews
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• Links to obtain 
Harmonized versions of 
study data

Study Overviews
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• Provides survey questions 
from all parts of the survey
• Core interview
• End of Life interview
• Life History interview
• Health assessment
• Self-Completion survey
• Harmonized Cognitive 

Assessment Protocol 
(HCAP) 

• Includes question text and 
interviewer prompts

• Includes answer types and 
choices, and how the values 
are formatted

Survey Questionnaires



• Search using any 
keywords

• Limit search by study 
and year

• View results from every 
survey questionnaire
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Questionnaire Search
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Question Concordance
• See the availability and comparability of survey questions across time and between 

studies for select topics
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Domain-Specific User Guides

• Chronic Medical Conditions
• Financial Transfers
• Expectations
• Employment & Retirement 
• Income
• Wealth
• Cognition
• Health Behavior

• Informal Care
• Household Expenditure
• Healthcare Utilization
• Stress
• Physical Measures
• Physical Functional Health
• Subjective Wellbeing

• Read in-depth documentation summarizing how different research domains were 
collected across HRS studies and hear expert opinions on their comparability
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Domain-Specific User Guides
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Harmonized datasets are created to provide comparable research-ready variables. 
• Variables are defined as similarly as possible across all waves and studies. 
• Each dataset combines all available waves from each study; each individual is 

one record. 
• All variables use intuitive variable names and study-specific variable names are 

used to indicate significant inter-study differences. 

The Gateway currently produces five types of Harmonized data:

Harmonized Data

Core End of 
Life

Life 
History HCAP COVID
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Harmonized core datasets are created to provide comparable research-ready 
variables:
• All variables use intuitive variable names, e.g. R1WORK – whether the respondent is 

currently working in wave 1
• Spouse versions of most variables are also created, e.g. S2WORK – whether 

respondent's spouse is currently working in wave 2
• Study specific variable names are used to indicate significant inter-study differences, 

e.g. R1LBRF_M – respondent’s labor force status in wave 1 of MHAS, with different 
response scale

• Variables have been built to account for the survey’s skip patterns

Harmonized Core Data
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C.51
Have you ever smoked cigarettes?

1. Yes
2. No

I30
Do you currently smoke?

1. Yes, daily
2. Yes, less than daily

3. No

I31
Have you smoked in the past?

1. Yes, daily
2. Yes, less than daily
3. No, never smoked

MHAS wave 5

ELSI wave 1

If I30 = 3

RwSMOKEV
0. No
1. Yes

Harmonized variable

Harmonized variable name: RwSMOKEV
Harmonized variable codes: 
• 0. No, the respondent has never smoked 
• 1. Yes, the respondent has smoked

Simple Harmonization
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JSTAR Self-completion 2007

Harmonized JSTAR

31. Do you manage your assets 
together with your spouse (or 

common-law spouse) or separately?

35. Does your spouse have 
savings in his or her own name?

35-1. About how much 
does your spouse have in 

these accounts?
Next Question

Next 
Question

32. Do you have 
savings in your own 

name?

32-1. About how much do you
have in those accounts?

Next Question

If 31 = Yes

H1ACHCK
Wave 1 Household Assets:

Savings

If 32 = Yes

If 35 = Yes

JSTAR CAPI 2007
G-017. Do you and your spouse manage your savings and investments 

separately, or together? If you manage them together, please answer the 
following questions for your and your spouse’s funds all together. If you 

manage your savings and investments separately, please answer for your own 
funds.

G-022-1. Do you have any savings? Please include 
regular bank or postal savings, fixed-term or fixed 

amount savings, including at credit unions, 
agricultural cooperatives, and credit banks.

G-022-2. About 
how much savings 

do you have?

G-022-2-1. Do you have more/less 
than ___ yen in savings?

G-022-2-2. Do you have more/less 
than ___ yen in savings?

G-022-2-3. Do you have more/less 
than ___ yen in savings?Next Question

If G-022-1
 = Yes

If G-022-2
 = missing

If G-022-1
 = No

If 32 = No

If 35 = No

If 31 = No

Complex Harmonization
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Each harmonized dataset is accompanied by its own codebook

• Introduces the harmonization project 
and study

• Overviews survey timing, survey 
design, and sampling framework

• Discusses weighting and imputation

• Details specifics of harmonization 
process

• Divides variables into sections based 
on research domain

Harmonized Codebooks
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Summarizes each set of variables

Harmonized Codebooks
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Harmonized Codebooks
Details variable creation and any assumptions made in the creation
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Harmonized Codebooks
Highlights differences between waves and any differences between this variable 
and the HRS version of the Harmonized variable
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Lists all the variables from the originating dataset used in the creation of the 
variable

Harmonized Codebooks
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Harmonized HRS - incorporates the first fifteen waves of HRS (1992 - 2020), complementing RAND HRS

Harmonized MHAS - incorporates the first five waves of MHAS (2001, 2003, 2012, 2015, 2018)

Harmonized ELSA - incorporates the first nine waves of ELSA (2002 - 2018)

Harmonized SHARE - incorporates the first, second, fourth - eighth waves of SHARE (2004, 2006, 2010, 
2013, 2015, 2017, 2019) 

Harmonized CRELES - incorporates the five waves of CRELES (2005, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2012)

Harmonized KLoSA - incorporates the first eight waves of KLoSA (2006 - 2020)

Harmonized JSTAR - incorporates the first three waves of JSTAR (2007, 2009, 2011) 

Harmonized TILDA - incorporates the first four waves of TILDA (2010 - 2016)

Harmonized CHARLS - incorporates the first four waves of CHARLS (2011, 2013, 2015, 2018)

Harmonized LASI - incorporates the first wave of LASI (2017 - 2019)

Harmonized MARS - incorporates the first wave of MARS (2018 - 2019)

Core Harmonized Data Files



• Search using any 
keywords

• Limit search by study 
and year

• View results from 
Harmonized dataset
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Harmonized Variable Search
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Variable Concordance
• See the availability 

and comparability 
of Harmonized 
variables for 
selected topics
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Harmonized Stress Variables

HRS MHAS ELSA SHARE KLoSA TILDA CHARLS LASI

Job Stress ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Neighborhood Disorder ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Lifetime Stressful Events ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Parental Warmth ✓ ✓ ✓
Loneliness ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Social Support ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Discrimination ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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Harmonized Emotional Well-being Variables

HRS MHAS ELSA SHARE KLoSA TILDA CHARLS LASI

Life Satisfaction ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Domain-specific Satisfaction ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Cantril Ladder ✓ ✓ ✓
PANAS-X ✓ ✓
MIDUS ✓
CASP ✓ ✓
Ryff’s ✓ ✓
Experienced Well-being ✓ ✓ ✓



CASP Harmonized Variables Example
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Job Stress Harmonized Variable Example
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• Choose “register” in the upper right
• Enter your information
• Confirm email

Registering at g2aging.org
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“This analysis uses data or information from the Gateway to 
Global Aging Data (g2aging.org), produced by the Program on 
Global Aging, Health & Policy, University of Southern California 
with funding from the National Institute on Aging (R01 
AG030153).”

Requested Citation

http://g2aging.org/


Learn More

Visit us at g2aging.org
Email: help@g2aging.org

Webinars: Webinars & Presentations page
Blogs: Blogs page
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https://g2aging.org/
mailto:help@g2aging.org
https://g2aging.org/webinar-presentation
https://g2aging.org/blog/home
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Auxiliary Slides
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Harmonized End of Life files are built on the on the exit/end-of-life/next-of-kin interviews which are 
performed with a close relative or caretaker after the time of the respondent’s death and include invaluable 
information about the circumstances of the respondent’s death, the time in-between the last interview and 
death, and the respondent’s estate.

Harmonized HRS End of Life - incorporates the first eleven waves of HRS Exit surveys (1994 - 2014)

Harmonized MHAS End of Life - incorporates the first four waves of MHAS Next-of-Kin surveys (2003 - 2018)

Harmonized ELSA End of Life - incorporates the first four waves of ELSA End of Life surveys (2004 - 2013)

Harmonized SHARE End of Life - incorporates the first seven waves of SHARE End of Life surveys (2006 - 2020) 

Harmonized KLoSA End of Life - incorporates the first seven waves of KLoSA Exit surveys (2008 - 2020)

Harmonized CHARLS End of Life - incorporates the first wave of CHARLS Exit survey (2013)

Harmonized JSTAR End of Life - being built

End of Life Harmonized Data Files
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Harmonized Life History files are built on the life history interviews during which the respondent provides 
retrospective reports about their entire life including their childhood, education, job history, marriage 
history, child birth, accommodation history, and health history. 

Harmonized ELSA Life History - incorporates ELSA Wave 3 Life History survey (2007)

Harmonized SHARE Life History - incorporates SHARELIFE (Wave 3 and Wave 7) Life History surveys (2008, 
2017)

Harmonized CHARLS Life History - incorporates CHARLS 2014 Life History survey

Harmonized KLoSA Job History - being built

Harmonized HRS Life History – being built

Life History Harmonized Data Files
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Harmonized HCAP files are built on the Harmonized Cognitive Assessment Protocol battery which measure 
a range of key cognitive domains affected by cognitive aging (including attention, memory, executive 
function, language, and visuospatial function) and allow comparisons between populations around the 
world. These Harmonized files include sophisticated cognitive imputations and latent variables. 

Harmonized LASI-DAD - incorporates Wave 1 LASI-DAD study (2018 - 2020)

Harmonized ELSA-HCAP - incorporates Wave 1 of ELSA-HCAP study (2018)

Harmonized Mex-Cog - incorporates Wave 1 of Mex-Cog study (2016)

Harmonized HRS-HCAP - being built

Harmonized Chile-Cog - being built

HCAP Harmonized Data Files
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Harmonized COVID files are built upon the COVID-19 interviews that were fielded in response to the global 
pandemic. They provide more immediate information on the impact of the global pandemic and include 
questions on COVID-19 related diagnoses and symptoms, hospitalizations, deaths, mitigation behaviors, 
changes in health behaviors and healthcare utilization, financial situation and support, employment, care, 
social contact, and psychosocial behaviors.

Harmonized HRS COVID - incorporates Round 1 (COVID-19 module in HRS Wave 15, 2020 - 2021) and 

 Round 2 (HRS mail-out survey, 2021 - 2022) 

Harmonized ELSA COVID - incorporates Rounds 1 - 2 of the ELSA COVID-19 Substudy (2020)

Harmonized SHARE COVID - incorporates Round 1 - 2 of the SHARE Corona Survey (2020 - 2021)

Harmonized TILDA COVID - being built

COVID Harmonized Data Files
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