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Goal of the project is 

To facilitate cross-country comparative studies on aging,  
using the family of HRS surveys around the world 
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What we offer 

• A digital library of survey questions and other metadata 

• Illustrative flow-charts showing skip patterns 

• Harmonized data files for cross-country analysis 

• Concordance across surveys with intelligent search engine  

• Interactive graphs and tables  

• Integration with Stata to build an analysis dataset 

• Searchable library of publications based on the HRS family of surveys 
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Metadata 

Metadata provide detailed information about the survey instrument, 
including 
• The location of survey question and question sequence 
• Survey question text, interviewer prompts, and answer types and 

choices 
• How the question was asked and to whom 
• Links to micro data variables and how the values are formatted 
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Flow Charts 
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Harmonized Data Files 
• Harmonized data files are structured in a fat format where every 

individual is one record 
• Variable name indicates comparability with RAND HRS 

• If comparable, variable names are defined using the RAND HRS format: e.g. 
r1work – whether the respondent is currently working in wave 1 

• If not strictly comparable (due to wording, response scale, etc.), variable 
name suggests its difference: e.g. RAEDUC_E – categorical variable of 
education 

• Spouse version of variables are also created: e.g. s2work – whether 
respondent's spouse is currently working in wave 2 

• Household level variables are created where appropriate: e.g., 
H1ACHCK – amount of household checking and savings in wave 1 
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Simple Harmonization 
SHARE 2004 Harmonized SHARE 

BR001 
Ever smoked cigarettes daily? 

1. Yes 
5. No 

BR002 
Smoke at the present time? 

1. Yes 
5. No, I have stopped 

If BR001= 1 

R1SMOKEN 
Respondent smokes now 

0. No 
1. Yes 
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Complex Harmonization 
JSTAR Self-completion 2007 

Harmonized JSTAR 

31. Do you manage your assets 
together with your spouse (or 

common-law spouse) or separately? 

35. Does your spouse have 
savings in his or her own name? 

35-1. About how much 
does your spouse have in 

these accounts? 
Next Question 

Next 
Question 

32. Do you have 
savings in your own 

name? 

32-1. About how much do you 
have in those accounts? 

Next Question 

If 31 = Yes 

H1ACHCK 
Wave 1 Household Assets: 

Savings 

If 32 = Yes 

If 35 = Yes 

JSTAR CAPI 2007 
G-017. Do you and your spouse manage your savings and investments 

separately, or together? If you manage them together, please answer the 
following questions for your and your spouse’s funds all together. If you 

manage your savings and investments separately, please answer for your own 
funds. 

G-022-1. Do you have any savings? Please include 
regular bank or postal savings, fixed-term or fixed 

amount savings, including at credit unions, 
agricultural cooperatives, and credit banks. 

G-022-2. About 
how much savings 

do you have? 

G-022-2-1. Do you have more/less 
than ___ yen in savings? 

G-022-2-2. Do you have more/less 
than ___ yen in savings? 

G-022-2-3. Do you have more/less 
than ___ yen in savings? Next Question 

If G-022-1 
 = Yes 

If G-022-2 
 = missing 

If G-022-1 
 = No 

If 32 = No 

If 35 = No 

If 31 = No 
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Harmonized Data Files 
• Harmonized ELSA – incorporates first five waves of ELSA (2002, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010) 
• Harmonized SHARE – incorporates first, second, and fourth wave of SHARE (2004, 2006, 

2010) 
• Harmonized KLoSA - incorporates first four wave of KLoSA (2006, 2008, 2010, 2012) 
• Harmonized JSTAR – incorporates first three waves of JSTAR (2007, 2009, 2011)  
• Harmonized LASI – incorporates pilot data of LASI (2010) 
• Harmonized CHARLS - incorporates first wave of CHARLS (2011) 
• Harmonized MHAS – incorporates first three waves of MHAS (2001, 2003, 2013) 
• Harmonized TILDA – incorporates first wave of TILDA (2011) 

 
Harmonized data files are distributed through Gateway or originating study. In some cases,  
users create data files based on code provided by the Gateway. 
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Harmonized Codebooks 

Each Harmonized Dataset has its own codebook 
 

• Includes brief overview of statistics for each variable 
• Details variable creation and any assumptions 
• Highlights any differences across waves and across surveys 
• Lists all variables from originating dataset used to create harmonized variable 
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Survey Concordance 

Users can identify comparable survey measures among all HRS family 
of surveys using 

• Keyword search 
• Top-level research domains 
• Finer research topics for Harmonized Studies 

 
Allows users to compare measures across multiple waves of one study 
or same year in multiple studies  
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Interactive Graphs and Tables 
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Interactive Graphs and Tables 
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Interactive Graphs and Tables 
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Creating Analysis Data 

 
 
 

Users can create an analysis dataset using Item Cart 

• Start with pre-defined carts 
• Add variables of interest after searching for relevant survey items 
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Literature Search  

Users can find publications using data from the HRS family of surveys 
around the world  
• Users can search by survey, title, author, source, year, or topic 
• All results are linked to the publication and Google Scholar 
• Users can export citation information as a text, csv, or Endnote file 
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Please link us g2aging.org 
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Our team 

Jinkook Lee, PI 

Drystan Phillips, project manager & senior 
programmer 

Bas Weerman, information technology director 

Erik Meijer, senior economist 

Marco Angrisani, economist 

Sandy Chien, senior programmer 

Adrian Montero, senior programmer 

Ashley Lin, programmer 

Joohong Min, post doc 

Urvashi Jain, pre doc 
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